
Key Questions

ò Do the concepts of òinnocentó/óguiltyó or òsinfuló assist 
public health decision-makers and human rights 
practitioners in dealing with the AIDS Epidemic effectively?
ò Should these concepts impact on decisions about resource 

allocation?

ò What is the relationship between òpre-existingó stigma and 
AIDS stigma?

ò How does stigma impact on access to health care services 
and accessing testing and treatment in a timely manner?

ò What is the relationship between fear, prejudice, stigma and 
discrimination?

ò How can the law and human rights deal with stigma and 
AIDS discrimination?



Incidence vs. Prevalence

ò The incidence of disease refers to new cases of disease.

é Incidence information is used to study risk to the population

ò Prevalence of disease refers to the total number of 
cases of disease that exist in the population, either 
during a period of time or at a specific point in time.

ò As the duration of disease increases, for example, the 
prevalence of the disease must increase as well.

ò (Image of the tap)



Incidence vs. Prevalence

Example from Wikipedia:

a.) Consider a disease that takes a long time to cure, 
and that was spread widely in 2002, but whose 
spread was arrested in 2003. This disease will 
have a high prevalence and a high incidence in 
2002; but in 2003 it will have a low incidence, 
although it will continue to have a high prevalence 
because it takes a long time to cure so the fraction 
of affected individuals remains high.

b.)  In contrast, a disease that has a short duration 
may have a low prevalence and a high incidence.



Rewarding the Reckless

On ôSA in plea to donors on Aidsõ

òIt is tragic that Africa wants enormous 
sums of money for anti-retroviral treatment 
and yet it would cost nothing to stop Aids if 
men and women would be faithful to their 
partners in a lifelong relationship.  Huge 

sums already donated by Western 
countries have not made people in 

recipient countries responsible.  Perhaps it 
is time for òtough loveó ðgive priority to 
those infected through no fault of their 
own and not reward the reckless.ó

Source: The Times 20 July 2010, Online views, page 17



Rewarding the Reckless:  Analysing assumptions

On ôSA in plea to donors on Aidsõ

òIt is tragic that Africa wants enromous sums 
of money for anti-retroviral treatment and yet it 

would cost nothing to stop Aids if men and 
women would be faithful to their partners in a 

lifelong relationship.  Huge sums already 
donated by Western countries have not made 

people in recipient countries responsible.  
Perhaps it is time for òtough loveó ðgive 

priority to those infected through no fault of 
their own and not reward the reckless.ó

What is up 
with òAfricaó? Who is the 

òinnocentó?

What is a 
good model 
for òtough 
loveó?

How does one 
make people 
òresponsibleó?

Who is the 
òrecklessó?


